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 Parting Words from Pastor Meyer 
 

"I do not cease to give thanks for you..."   

Ephesians 1:16 
 

     Those words from St. Paul certainly fit my 
feelings right now.  I celebrate the ten plus years I 
had the great privilege to be your pastor.  It was a 
tremendous joy to share God's Word with you and to 
be a part of your life in so many ways.  To share the 
joys and sadness, but always to share the love of 
God with you.  You have made my position the 
greatest one in the whole world. 
 

     And when it comes time to throw a party, you 
really know how to do it - I just wanted to slip 
quietly out of town.  I want to thank you for the 
tremendous retirement party that you had for Laurie 
and me on June 12.  Thanks so much for all of the 
kind words you shared and the remembrances that 
you wrote.  The gifts were most generous and 
certainly not expected.  Thanks again for all that 
you did to make that a very special day.  I was a 
pastor for 39 years and one day and the one day was 
the best. 
 

     I could not have asked for a more enjoyable 
ministry for the last ten years than the time I spent 
at St. Mark.  Thanks for all you have done to make 
that happen.  I am sure that God will continue to 
bless you in all that you do. 
 

     When I announced my retirement in September, I 
indicated that I did not know what I was going to do 
when I retired, but I knew that God would have 
something for me.  God opened a door.  I have 
received and accepted an offer to serve a part-time 
position on the staff of Community Lutheran Church 
in Escondido, California.  I will be working with a 
task force on starting a satellite mission in San 
Marcos and mentoring a young man who is going 
through a program to be a pastor at Concordia 
University in Irvine.  I will also be helping the pastor 
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 Colin Nichols
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 Bryan Vaughn 

7/257/257/257/25 Brianne Elliott
 Doug Schram 

7/267/267/267/26 Scott Eden
 Todd Frass
 Gary Jakiel
 Katrina Salzwedel
 Ryan Simpson
 Kelsey McKendry   
 Brooke Beukema 

7/287/287/287/28 Denise Bond 

7/297/297/297/29 Amy Larson
 Tonya Nanzer            
 Shannon Hageman 

7/307/307/307/30 Mike Evele
 David Ware 

7/317/317/317/31 Mindy Dale
 Tammy Koehler 
 Jacob Koehler 

 

of Community, Bill Vogelsang, who was a good friend from our days in 
California, with some of his duties.  We will not be starting until 
November, so it allows us to do some things in West Michigan for 
several months yet.  The position is for 14 months and after that time 
we will all evaluate what happens next. 
 

     Again, thanks for the opportunity to serve you in this way.  May 

God continue to bless us all.  

Pastor Tom Meyer & Laurie too! 

Living Stones Crusader Cross 
     The new stainless steel cross (main church entry) is a 

Crusader Cross.  During the Crusades, knights placed a sword 

in the ground - tip down - to form a cross.  This marked “The 

Place of Worship.”  Surrounding the cross are the stones with 

names of members who participated in the “Living Stones” 

emphasis (Spring 2010).  The cross is a farewell gift to St. Mark 

from Pastor Tom & Laurie Meyer, in memory of Laurie’s parents, 

George & Helen Masch.  Thanks to Randy Oosterhouse & Dave 

Hop for the installation and Premier Metal Products for 

fabrication. 
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Let Me Introduce Myself 
       

     What can you say about yourself that makes people get an idea of who you are?  That 
is the struggle that I face in describing myself.  Well, first let me tell you my name… 
Glenn Worcester, and I will gladly tell you how to pronounce my last name if you’d like to 
know, so for now feel free to call me Pastor Glenn.   
 

     I’m 28 years old currently, was born in Detroit, went to College at Concordia Ann 
Arbor, and graduated from the Fort Wayne Seminary in 2008.  I have been asked to 
serve as your Vacancy Pastor upon Pastor Tom Meyer’s retirement.  The reason why I 
am able to be a part of your ministry here is because Family of Christ in Comstock Park, 
where I had been called to right out of the Seminary as Associate Pastor, was forced to 
downsize due to financial circumstances, and I was the one who was released.  I had an 
amazing three years there, and did not want to leave, and the congregation did not want 
me to leave, but understood the tough decision that had to be made.  It has certainly not 
soured my view of the church or the ministry, which is why I look forward to being a part 
of St. Mark.   
 

     I say that I’m looking forward to it, but I really mean WE, because I haven’t told you 
about the second most important part of my life.  (The first is myself, if you hadn’t figured 
that out yet… just kidding… Although I certainly am selfish because I’m a sinner like 
everyone else and I like to put myself first, I try and make God first in my life, but I’m only 
able to do that through His help, His guidance, and His love).  Let me tell you about my 
wife Andrea.  She is the love of my life and I love her just as much, if not more, than I did 
on our wedding day.  She is originally from Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, so if any of you 
like hockey, she’ll gladly tell you how happy she is to get her Jets back.  She is currently 
working in the office at Trinity Lutheran in Conklin, and is starting the process of going 
back to school to pursue Occupational Therapy.  We celebrate two anniversaries, 
because we were married twice.  The first time was to start the immigration process and 
there were 10 people in attendance, and the second was for the extravagant wedding 
with all our family and friends in Winnipeg.  Upon marrying me, she gave up her career 
as a DPS (Director of Parish Services, it’s like our DCEs), which shows me how much 
she loves me, because she was willing to give up her life and move far away from all 
family and friends to come and be with me.  And as much as I like myself, I certainly am 
humbled by anyone who is willing and wants to be around me every day of my life.  She 
is a great blessing to me and I thank God that He has placed her in my life.  And she will 
be with me on Sunday mornings, so you will get the chance to get to know her more as 
well.   
 

     As we begin this journey together, only God knows how long we will be together, so 
my prayer is that I can show all of you God’s love in all of our interactions, and that we 
can get to know one another and grow together as God works in this church.  I hope I 
didn’t bore you with all of this introductory information, but I thought it was the easiest 
way to start.  I’ll try and make it more interesting in the future!  God bless and we’ll see 
you soon. 
 

In Christ, Pastor Glenn 
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“We Need to Keep our Focus on God” 

Philippians 3:12-14  “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have 
already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have 
taken hold of it.  But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.”   (NIV) 

 

     Paul describes the Christian life as a constant straining forward, toward the goal of 
eternal life that Christ gives us through his grace.  Throughout his life, Paul had experienced 
“the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings”, but knew he had not yet “attained” 
perfection.  He pressed on toward living a holy and God-pleasing life, yet with the firm 
realization that he will never become perfect until we reach heaven.  By “pressing on” we 
grow and mature in our faith — living for Christ instead of living for ourselves.  

 

     Recently Pastor Meyer’s retirement became official and all of us at St. Mark will very 
much miss him and his wife Laurie. Pastor Meyer served our church well in the role of a 
shepherd and has led the congregation to being active in our faith; keeping us in alignment 
with the ways of God.  I believe that our congregation is in a state of mourning, and rightly 
so.  However, like the loss of a love one, those who mourn - the congregation - have to stay 
focused on the living mission of God’s Church.  Our congregation cannot stop in its mission/
commission to spread the Gospel to everyone. 

 

     Our trust in God cannot waiver as we search for a new Pastor, and we must stay unified 
and support one another during this transition time.  Ten years ago, God gave us Pastor 
Meyer, and I am sure that some in our congregation had doubts about him at that time, but 
we now realize what a terrific selection God made for us.  There is no reason to believe that 
God will not help us now to find a new shepherd.  We need to stay focused on a sound 
doctrine that is linked to God’s Word, and continue our many ministries of outreach to the 
community.  The devil hates what we are doing and wants to cause division within our 
congregation; the expression “united we stand, divided we fall” is a reminder to us of the 
importance in staying focused on our unity in Christ, in facing the challenges of a sinful 
world.  The Apostle Paul in Philippians speaks to the need for unity: 

 

 Philippians 3:17-18  Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just 
as you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do.  For, as I have 
often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the 
cross of Christ. (NIV) 

 

     Currently, Pastor Glenn Worcester is serving our church as a vacancy Pastor and I 
believe that he has been chosen by God to be our temporary shepherd, and we need to 
support and pray for his ministry here at St. Mark.  As a deacon I pray that God will help me 
to assist Pastor Glenn and the rest of the church staff as they continue their ministries that 
make St. Mark an active, God-driven church.  Continuing our focus on God and his mission 
for us is pleasing to our Lord, and I am sure is pleasing to Pastor Meyer as well. 
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July 10 - Psalm 25:7 "Sins of My Youth" by Rev. James L. Elsner, Prince of Peace~Hudson, IN 

When the Word of God penetrates our hearts it begins to produce faith and trust in Jesus. 
 

July 17 - Romans 8:18-27 "Wait With Patience" by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel Lutheran Church~New 

Haven, IN   The suffering of people can seem overwhelming.  Yet, in Christ, we have hope.  Therefore we 

wait "for what we do not see" with patience. 
 

July 24 - Romans 8:28 "For Our Good" by Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Concordia Theological Seminary~Fort 

Wayne, IN    Consider three questions:   I) Why do all things work together for our good?   II) What are the 

"all things" which work together for our good?   III) What effect will this truth have on us? 
 

July 31 - Matthew 14:13-21 "The Lord Provides" by Rev. Karl A. Frincke, Concordia Lutheran Church~Fort 

Wayne, IN   Jesus provided what the crowd needed, and He did so in abundance.  He also involved others 

in this miraculous provision. 

Lutheran Ministries Media, Inc. 

“Worship for Shut-Ins” - 11:30a 

Channel 54, DISH Channel 54, Comcast Channel 21, & Direct TV Channel 377 

   Like the Apostle Paul we, as a congregation, must continue to press ahead and keep our 
focus on God’s mission for us, and not let anything prevent us from being good disciples, 
active in our faith.  We must remember we all serve the same triune God; Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit; and we all have important roles to play in active ministry for God. 

 

In God we Trust, Deacon Chris Rubino 

St. Mark Family Camping Weekend 

 at Camp Concordia - July 22-24 
 

     Plan a terrific time for your family with other St. Mark families by joining the 
group that’s going!  This is a great way for all of us “Living Stones” to get 
acquainted with fellow “Stones” you haven’t met yet!   
 

     To sign up, please contact Camp Concordia directly and let them know you’re 
with the St. Mark group:  616-754-3785, director@campconcordia.net, or 
www.campconcordia.com. 
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CAMP, CAMP, CAMP!!! 
     What a great week we had at Camp Moosefeather Falls this summer!  I 

know that I say that EVERY year, but in all honesty, I think this was one of 

the BEST, if not the BEST camp ever! 
 

Why you ask? 

1.  We really used our theme effectively.  The campers knew we were 

here to “Meet Yo’ Feet”!  The campers “got it” every night and knew 

exactly what our camp flag would say each evening. 

2.  We had great cabins this year.  Enthusiastic leaders and creative 

ideas made every cabin FUN! 

3.  The music was AWESOME!  I don’t think I have ever heard our 

campers sing with such joy and enthusiasm as they did this year.  We 

rocked this place! 

4.  Our mission project of bringing “old shoes”, to fund sharing the Good 

News in countries around the world through World Missions, was a 

huge success.  We had a huge pile of shoes! 

5.  Kody and Pola and their fun skits were some of our best.  They 

helped us understand God’s Word and helped us apply it to our daily 

lives.  They made us laugh and they made us think.   

6.  The Bible events we shared illustrated our message clearly and 

effectively.   

7.  We had FUN!  Everywhere you went at CAMP, you saw children 

having fun.   

8.  Our teen helpers were outstanding!  They worked hard and with joy.    

9.  We ate almost 500 hot dogs at the camp picnic!  The parking lot, 

playground, sidewalks and grassy areas were covered with people. 

10. We were overwhelmed with compliments and expressions of thanks.  
 

     God blessed the hard work of so many people as they used their talents 

to serve Him!   
 

Chris Stodola, Director of Children’s Ministries 
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           It’s time for      
                    Yes, I know we just finished CAMP, but it will soon be time for CAMP at 

Redeemer!  We will assist Redeemer with their Carnival on Wednesday, July 13, and 

with their CAMP July 25-28.  Both the CAMP and the Carnival are from 6:30-8:30pm 

each night.  Join us for a “local mission trip”, where we minister to children and 

families from the inner-city. 

Breakfast for Two….Hundred!Breakfast for Two….Hundred!Breakfast for Two….Hundred!Breakfast for Two….Hundred!    

Sunday, July 31, between worship servicesSunday, July 31, between worship servicesSunday, July 31, between worship servicesSunday, July 31, between worship services    
EVERYONEEVERYONEEVERYONEEVERYONE is invited to be with us on July 31 on the 

Sanctuary patio (weather permitting), to visit with members you may not have 
seen all summer, to welcome visitors to St. Mark, and to enjoy a continental 
breakfast of pastries, juice, fruit, and coffee.   

 

This would be a GREAT Sunday to invite someone you’ve been meaning to 
invite to worship, so they can experience what a friendly, loving 
congregation St. Mark is!    

 

If you’d like to donate pastries for this event, please call the Church 
Office (455.5320) to let us know what you’ll be bringing. 

This event is being sponsored by St Mark Women’s Ministry. 

Home, School, and Church at its Best... 
     Devin Jacobs enrolled in the 7th grade at St. Mark, Kentwood.  Previously, he 

had attended public school and religion classes; prayer during the day, and 

chapel were all new to him.  After a few short weeks, he stated that he desired 

to be baptized.  This opened the door to conversation among home, school, and 

church.  The decision that Devin would be baptized during a chapel service was 

made after instruction and preparation. 
 

     The day turned out to be a great experience for everyone.  It just so 

happened that the 7th & 8th graders were designed to lead chapel that day, and 

Devin was participating in the service.  Teachers led discussions about baptism, 

students asked parents about their own baptisms, and two other students, not 

yet baptized, began to show interest.  Prayers continued that the Holy Spirit 

will guide them to do so.  St. Mark students, faculty, and members thank and 

praise God for His blessings as Devin continues to grow in his faith. 
 

Published by: Michigan In Touch, June/July 2011 issue 



St. Mark Lutheran Church & School 

“Sharing Christ… 

Transforming Lives” 

1934 52nd Street SE 
Kentwood, MI 49508 

Phone: 616-455-5320 
Fax: 616-455-8487 

School Phone: 616-281-7892 
 

www.stmarkkentwood.org 

Return Service Requested 



 

Sunday July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 

Elders 8:30 Worch/Broecker Schramm/Stegehuis White/Galloway Worch/Broecker 

Elders 10:00 Rubin/Hop Ambriz/Eden Rubin/Plainte Schramm/Stegehuis 

Communion  Plainte/Hop   

Usher Team 8:30 Seddon Symons Johr Weih 

Usher Team 10:00 Rolf Ainsworth McClenathan Rolf 

Greeter Team 8:30 Seddon Broecker Larson Symons 

Greeter Team 10:00 Rutty Vaughn Rubino Rubin 

Altar Guild Kain/Vander Tol Crapser Crapser Trombley/Broecker 

Sound  Trombley La Vigne Vaughn Knorr 

Bulletin Folders July 8 

Frobel/Heldt 

July 15 

Glendenning/Weih 

July 22 

Larson/Domire/ 

DeHoag 

July 29 

Volunteers 

Needed...Please 

Lawn Care July 7 

Symons/Symons/ 

Veltman 

July 14 

Bond/Seddon 

July 21 

Weih/Hopkins 

July 28 

Worch/Jakiel/Sobol 

Nursery 10:00 Berg/Stevenson VanZweden/Rolf Munyon/ 

Bahr/Gehrls 

Ambriz/Galloway/ 

Gehrls 

Nursery 8:30 Trombley/ 

Trombley 

Sauer/DeHoag Klug/Mahon Mahon/Shumate 

Who’s Serving in July 

Dear Volunteers at CAMP Moosefeather Falls, 
 

My kids had another amazing week this year at CAMP!  Thank you for all of the 

time, energy and creativity you pour into this VBS each year.  I love the 

enthusiasm of each volunteer - it is a joy to drop my kids off to such friendly, 

inviting, loving people.   
 

In addition, my son has a severe peanut allergy and you made me (and him) feel 

very safe there, even including the allergy info on his name tag, (I LOVE this!)   
 

My kids are still singing “uh huh, oh yea, Lord, I want to follow You.”  I love it!  

Thank you for your Godly example of “letting the little children come to Me.”  We 

look forward to coming to CAMP next year! 
 

Happy Camper’s parent 
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